
I should begin with some really good 
news about two of our members. 

Professor Derek Offord of the University 
of Bristol and Professor Julian Cooper, 
recently retired from the University of 
Birmingham, were both awarded OBEs 
in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours 
Lists. Professor Offord was rewarded 
for his services to Russian studies in 
language and culture, and Professor 
Cooper for his contribution to Soviet 
and Russian economic studies. On 
behalf of all BASEES members, I would 
like to congratulate them warmly for 
this outstanding achievement. They are 
a credit to BASEES, and to our field. 

And now to matters more mundane. 
I mentioned in my last editorial that 
we would, on a trial basis, be moving 
to an online Newsletter. As you will 
have gathered, the current issue is the 
first one which we have distributed 
via our BASEES members’ email list 
(it is also available, as before, at our 
website), but not in hard copy. I have 
already enumerated the reasons for 
this change and will not rehearse them 
again here, except to reiterate that it 
has as much to do with improving the 
content and scope of the Newsletter 
as it does to saving on resources, and 
on trees. Nonetheless, we will put 
the Newsletter on the agenda of our 
forthcoming AGM and seek approval 
for making the switch more permanent, 

whilst remaining willing, at least for the 
foreseeable future, to print on request 
hard copies for those few remaining 
members who do not use the internet.

There are three other important 
changes which we need to put to the 
AGM and I will present them briefly 
here, to give those members who plan 
to attend a chance to think about them 
in advance. First, in order not to carry 
on adding to our deficit, and for other 
reasons given in that earlier editorial, 
we have to increase our membership 
fees from the current rates (£25 for 
Full Members, and £15 for Associate 
Members, including postgraduate 
students). At our October committee 
meeting we agreed that we would 
propose a new annual fee of £35 for 
all members other than postgraduate 
students for whom the fee would be 
raised from £15 to £25. This effectively 
means doing away with the category 
of Associate Member, which we felt to 
be something of an anomaly. We will 
need, of course, to reword the BASEES 
constitution accordingly. A joining fee of 
£5 (currently it is £10 for Full Members 
and £5 for Associates) will be retained 
until such time as we move to an online 
membership system (our eventual plan), 
when the joining fee will be abolished. 
We hope you will agree that such a rise 
(the first in well over 10 years), though 
hardly something to celebrate, is 
modest and manageable.

We also wish to revise the status of 
some of our BASEES committee roles, 
changing one or more of them from that 
of an ordinary member co-opted for 
the role, to that of an elected officer of 
the committee. We have noted some 
anomalies that have arisen in this 
context and want to try to standardise 
things as best we can.
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Finally, we would like AGM approval 
for changing a reference to ‘the 
United Kingdom’ in Paragraph 2 of 
our constitution (which deals with 
membership) to ‘the British Isles’, 
in order that our Irish colleagues, 
and Irish postgraduate students in 
particular, might join and receive the 
same benefits as their British peers. 
They contribute a lot to our field, and 
to many of our activities, and it seems 
right to accord them this privilege.

We will bring a copy of our constitution 
to the AGM with suggested rewordings 
to reflect the changes proposed 
and trust that you will give them a 
sympathetic hearing. If you wish to 
contact me before then with your views 
and comments, please feel free to do 
so. Otherwise, we will make sure we 
give you an opportunity to express 
your opinions at the 2012 AGM. This, 
of course, is my cue to remind you to 
register in good time for the BASEES 
conference at the end of March. With 
the Russian presidential elections 
approaching, in what looks like being 
an interesting, even tumultuous, period 
in Russian politics, and with Eastern 
Europe being drawn ever closer to the 
drama unfolding in the Euro-zone, we 
are confident that we have put together 
a programme to match the scale of 
the events. But, rather than take my 
word for it, come along and find out for 
yourselves. 

It may seem premature, even 
presumptuous, to follow the exhortation 
to register for BASEES 2012 with 
an immediate reference to the 2013 

conference. However, there is a good 
reason for doing so. As you may know, 
the next ICCEES conference is to be 
in Makuhari in Japan in 2015. This will 
be an event to look forward to, but it is 
also one which the ICCEES committee 
has recognised may prove prohibitively 
expensive to many colleagues in our 
field. ICCEES has therefore asked 
BASEES if it would be willing to host a 
Euro-conference in 2013 so that those 
unable to go to Japan will nonetheless 
benefit from a Europe-wide conference 
in between the last ICCEES conference 
in Stockholm in 2010 and Makuhari 
2015. After several deep intakes of 
breath, we have agreed to take on 
this challenge, and planning is already 
underway for what is likely to be the 
biggest ever BASEES conference. 
We would like to put together a 
programme commensurate with the 
scale of the event and invite you to 
make suggestions as to how we can 
achieve this. In particular, we would 
welcome ideas about appropriate 
keynote speakers for the occasion (we 
would hope to have 3 or more of these). 
Proposals about any other aspect 
of the conference would be equally 
welcome. We are encouraging our 
conference planners to be ambitious 
so, at this point, nothing, and no one, 
is ruled out!

I will conclude by wishing all of you 
a (very belated) Happy New Year, 
and look forward to seeing you in 
Cambridge later this year, and, dare I 
say it, in 2013, too!

Stephen Hutchings

Conferences and 
Calls for papers

Trust/Distrust in the Soviet Union
University College London
17–18 February 2012

Launch of the Leeds  
Russian Centre 
University of Leeds
9 March 2012

BASEES Annual Conference 2012 
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge
31 March – 2 April 2012

UACES 42nd Annual Conference 
Passau, Germany
3–5 September 2012 

The French Language in Russia 
University of Bristol 
12–14 September 2012 

The Alexander Men  
Conference 2012 
St Andrew’s Church in Moffat, 
Dumfries & Galloway, Scotland 
14–17 September 2012

XV International Congress of Slavists 
Minsk (Belarus)
20–27 August 2013

BASEES/ROUTLEDGE SERIES  
ON RUSSIAN AND EAST 
EUROPEAN STUDIES

Routledge is proud to publish 
this series on behalf of BASEES. 
The primary aim of the series is 
to publish original, high-quality, 
research-level work by both new  
and established scholars, on all 
aspects of Russian, Soviet, post-
Soviet and East European Studies 
in humanities and social science 
subjects. Works of synthesis, 
reference books, and student 
textbooks will also be considered. 
Submissions from prospective 
authors are welcomed, and should 
be sent in the first instance to the 
series editor: Professor Richard 
Sakwa (R.Sakwa@kent.ac.uk),  
Dept. of Politics & International 
Relations, University of Kent, 
Canterbury CT2 7NX.

2012 BASEES Annual Conference: 
Highlights
Keynote Lectures: 
Ivan Krastev (University of Sofia): Eastern Europe and Europe’s Crisis
Ellen Mickiewicz (Duke University): Two Patterns of Western Values Export
Catriona Kelly (University of Oxford): What was Soviet Culture and 
what came next?

After-dinner speaker: 
Rachel Polonsky (Cambridge University), followed by the Award of the  
Nove and Blazyca Prizes for 2010
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New Books

Special Offer for  
BASEES members:

Tomi Mäkelä
JEAN SIBELIUS
Boydell Press 2011. 
£50.00
This acclaimed study, 
available in English 

for the first time, looks at the music 
of Jean Sibelius in its biographical 
context. Published in German in 2007, 
this updated English version brings 
this exhaustively researched book to 
a wider Anglo-American audience. 
Sibelius has remained a favourite 
late-romantic figure in the mainstream 
concert repertory, and the popularity 
of his works shows no signs of 
diminishing.

Philip Ross 
Bullock, ed., THE 
CORRESPONDENCE 
OF JEAN SIBELIUS AND 
ROSA NEWMARCH,  
1906-1939, Boydell 

Press 2011. £50.00
This edition contains the complete 
extant correspondence between 
Rosa Newmarch and Jean Sibelius 
in English translation, complemented 
by comprehensive commentaries on 
the events and personalities referred 
to. It is prefaced by an extensive 
introduction outlining Newmarch’s 
definitive role in promoting Sibelius  
and his music in early twentieth-
century Britain. An appendix 
reproduces a previously unknown 
programme note that Newmarch  
wrote for the first British performance 
of Sibelius’s Fourth Symphony.

Boydell & Brewer, PO Box 9, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3DF, UK.
trading@boydell.co.uk or order  
online at www.boydellandbrewer.com
For 25% discount, please  
quote offer code 11439. 
Offer valid until 31 March 2012.

The 19th-Century Study Group met 
on Monday 19th December 2011 
at the University of Leeds for a 
workshop to explore the state of 
the field and define the current and 
future activities of the group. 

Until 2011, the Study Group had 
concentrated its activities largely on 
literature, and had in recent years seen 
a diminishment in participation by 
UK-based research-active scholars. 
Co-convenors Ruth Coates and 
Sarah Hudspith, having canvassed 
the BASEES community, organized 
the workshop in order to broaden the 
remit of the Study Group into a multi-
disciplinary one, and to gauge the level 
and nature of 19th-century research in 
the UK, not least among postgraduates.

The workshop was attended by 
about twenty-five people, and we 
were delighted that ten of them were 
postgraduates, working in a variety of 
disciplines.

The first part of the workshop took 
the form of ‘mini-panels’ arranged 
approximately according to discipline. 
Panels were held on ‘Visual culture, 
Music and the Performing Arts’, 
‘History and Cultural Studies’, 
‘Intellectual History, Philosophy and 
Theology’, and ‘Literature’. Speakers 
gave a short position paper, outlining 
how their research fits into Russian 
19th-Century Studies, particularly in 
terms of the usefulness of the 19th 
Century as a historical boundary and 
the state of international activity in 
their respective fields.  Some common 
themes arose from these panels. 
One is that the 19th Century is fluidly 
defined, typically seen as the ‘long 
19th Century’ terminating in 1917, 
but with the beginning more difficult 
to specify (for example 1825, 1801 or 
1796). Several speakers also mentioned 
different approaches to Russian history; 

for instance, different attitudes and 
methodologies may arise depending 
on whether one works in a Russian 
department within a School of Modern 
Languages or in a History department; 
also important for the discipline were 
developments in historiography in 
Russia. 

There then followed a round-table 
discussion picking up on the common 
themes that arose from the panels 
session and looking forward to future 
activities. There was a consensus that 
Russian 19th-Century Studies was 
alive and well; postgraduate activity 
also suggested a healthy future for the 
field. Russianists working on the 19th 
Century are diversifying in terms of 
methodologies, crossing historical and 
disciplinary boundaries, challenging the 
logocentric focus of studies in Russian 
culture, and collapsing boundaries 
between high and low culture. 

There was also a discussion around the 
extent to which the field is accessible 
to and supportive of students and 
scholars without a Russian language 
background, keeping in mind that 
language learning is currently a British 
Academy priority. Then Professor 
Derek Offord of the University of 
Bristol briefed the audience on his 
AHRC-funded project and forthcoming 
conference in September 2012 on the 
French Language in Russia. It was 
agreed that so as not to compete with 
this event the Study Group would not 
seek to host a major conference in 
2012. However, those present were 
keen to pursue the idea of a series 
of workshops with a long-term view 
to drawing up a larger collaborative 
project. We look forward to putting this 
into practice and will keep the BASEES 
community updated.

Sarah Hudspith and Ruth Coates

BASEES 19th Century  
Study Group Workshop
Russian 19th Century Studies: The State of the Art
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UTREES thesis database 
newly updated

UTREES, the online bibliographical 
database for British and Irish 
university theses in Russian and East 
European studies, has been updated 
with a further 197 recently accepted 
theses. Supported by the Modern 
Humanities Research Association 
(MHRA), the database now holds the 
particulars of over 4,100 doctoral and 
selected masters’ theses from 1907 
to 2011. Subject coverage extends 
over the whole of the humanities 
and social sciences as they relate to 
Russia, the entire area of the former 
USSR, and Central, Eastern and 
South-Eastern Europe. The database 
has advanced search facilities and 
can be accessed free of charge at 
http://utrees.mhra.org.uk.

We want UTREES to be as complete 
and accurate as possible. Please 
have a look at it and let us know 
of any additions or corrections at 
utrees@mhra.org.uk.

Gregory Walker
Editor, UTREES   

The XXXVIII Annual Conference of the 
Study Group of the Russian Revolution 
met on 5–7 January 2012. Amongst 
the papers presented were papers by 
Alistair Wright on the Russian Civil War 
in Karelia, Murray Frame, Aaron Retish 
and Matt Rendle on civil war courts 
and tribunals, Dan Orlovsky on Russia 
in 1916, Brendan McGeever on Soviet 
campaigns against anti-Semitism, 
George Gilbert on the Russian Right 
prior to 1917, and Kirsty McCluskey 

on comparing the revolutionary 
biographies of Fidel Castro and Leon 
Trotsky. The Study Group also heard 
papers from, and accepted as new 
members, Jeremy Johnson of the 
University of Michigan and Timothy 
K. Blauvelt of the American Councils 
for International Education & Ilia State 
University. The Study Group will 
convene next year at the University  
of East Anglia under the aegis of  
Dr Matthias Neumann.

BASEES Annual Conference Screening:  
My Perestroika

When the USSR broke apart 
in 1991, a generation of young 
people faced a new realm of 
possibilities. An intimate epic about 

the extraordinary lives of this last 
Soviet generation, Robin Hessman’s 
feature documentary debut tells the 
stories of five Moscow schoolmates 
who were brought up behind the 
Iron Curtain, witnessed the joy and 
confusion of glasnost, and reached 
adulthood right as the world changed 
around them. Through candid first-
person testimony, revealing verité 
footage, and vintage home movies, 
Hessman, who spent many years 
living in Moscow, reveals a Russia 
rarely ever seen on film, where 
people are frank about their lives 
and forthcoming about their country. 
Engaging, funny, and positively 
inspiring, in My Perestroika politics 
is personal, honesty overshadows 
ideology, and history progresses one 
day, one life at a time.

Jeremy Hicks

Study Group of the Russian Revolution:
2012 Meeting


