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President’s
report
AGM, 7th April 2013

1. This is the last BASEES AGM over 
which I will preside and I want to begin 
by expressing my sincere gratitude to 
everybody who has served on the Executive 
Committee during the 3 years of my 
presidency. Without the unfailing support, 
dedication and good will of committee 
members throughout this period, my task 
would have been much the harder.

As to the past year, I should warmly thank 
the following members for the work they 
have done: 

Our Vice-President (Past President), Terry 
Cox, our President Elect, Peter Waldron, 
Dominique Moran as Treasurer (Dominique 
is now on maternity leave and has been 
very ably replaced, at short notice, by Jon 
Oldfield), Sarah Hudspith as Secretary, 
Natasha Rulyova as Membership Secretary, 
Claire Shaw as Information Officer, and 
Birgit Beumers as BASEES ‘webmaster’; 
Our R&D sub-committee, consisting of 
Derek Hutcheson, David Willis, and Terry Cox;

Our conference committee, consisting of the 
academic conference organiser, Matthias 
Neumann (supported this year by Peter 
Waldron), and subject stream organisers 
(Peter Waldron, Elisa Coati, Dagmar Divjak, 
Jon Oldfield, Dejan Djokic and Alan Sikk) 
and Suzie Howes Associates, our conference 
organisers, who have continued to provide 
excellent service to us, to initiate new 
improvements to our conference and to 
remain open to all suggestions put forward 
by members of our committee;

Our postgraduate liaison officer, Matthias 
Neuman, and our postgraduate students’ 
representative, Brendan McGeever, for 
another successful postgraduate conference 
and for excellent work in promoting the 
interests of our postgrad members;
Ramona Gonczol for handling liaison 
between BASEES and Universities Council 
for Modern Languages;

Claire Shaw for managing such a smooth 
handover of the Newsletter from Birgit 
Beumers;

Richard Sakwa, for overseeing the growing 
success of the BASEES-Routledge book 
series, and for serving as a co-opted 
member of the Committee in this role;
Peter Waldron, who has represented BASEES 
on the ICCEES executive.

In addition I would like to express particular 
gratitude to Dominique Moran, Derek 
Hutcheson, Sarah Young and David Willis 
who reach the end of their terms this year. 
The expertise they have brought to the 
committee has been much appreciated. 
Natasha Rulyova will be standing down as 
membership secretary, having done some 
hugely important and time-consuming 
work in laying the ground for our move 
to a fully online membership system. We 
are extremely grateful to her, and to Birgit 
Beumers, who, likewise, will be handing 
on her role as BASEES webmaster to a 
successor, as soon as we identify one.  

Finally, I would like to thank the Fellows 
and staff of Fitzwilliam College for their 
continuing hospitality at our annual 
conference, and the following sponsors: 
Routledge, who sponsored our drinks 
reception for Europe-Asia Studies journal, 
and the European Science Foundation, who 
sponsored the Saturday evening drinks 
reception.

2. BASEES devotes a considerable amount 
of its time and resources to its regular, 
established activities. These include 
organising the annual conference; 
supporting the BASEES study groups; 
providing small grants through our R&D 
Committee to support the research of 
postgraduate members, and to help others 
organise small conferences; and providing 
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news and information to members through 
our website, the newsletter and our BASEES 
e-mail list. As we enter the period of 
transition to an online membership system, 
we intend soon to begin integrating these 
last three services, and much more besides, 
within a single online ‘space’.

In the interests of strengthening the support 
we offer to our early-career researchers, we 
have decided to introduce a new BASEES 
prize for the best scholarly article by a 
postgraduate student, see page 4. The 
competition will be judged by two Executive 
Committee members and we hope to 
announce the first winner at next year’s 
conference.

3. The committee regularly engages with 
other organisations to which we are 
affiliated, or which play an important 
role in the teaching and research of our 
members, and which from time to time take 
up important issues affecting our scholarly 
community. 

This last year has seen an unusually high 
level of campaigning activity in relation to 
Open Access publishing policies which, 
through RCUK and HEFCE, the government 
is attempting to introduce across the UK 
research community. In common with a 
large number of learned societies, BASEES 
has serious concerns about certain aspects 
of these policies, and the manner of 
their implementation. This has accounted 
for much of our recent work with other 
organisations. BASEES was co-signatory to 
a letter expressing such concerns published 
earlier this year in The Observer newspaper 
(there were 11 other signatories). BASEES 
made its own individual submission to an 
enquiry into Open Access conducted by the 
Department of Business, Innovation and 
Skills. It also contributed to and co-signed 
a joint submission to HEFCE and to RCUK 
coordinated by A-HUG (Arts and Humanities 
Users Group). 

Finally, BASEES completed a survey on 
Open Access for the British Academy, thus 
contributing to the BA’s own campaign on 
the issue. The situation remains unclear 
and less than satisfactory and BASEES will 
continue to monitor and act as appropriate.
Additionally, BASEES has engaged with a 
number of other bodies as follows:

AcSS (Academy of Social Sciences)

BASEES ensures that the disciplinary 
areas in which it has a stake are well 
represented within AcSS by regularly 
making nominations to the annual round of 
elections to the Academy. In the past year, 

three BASEES nominations were successful 
and Professors Terry Cox (University of 
Glasgow), Judith Pallot (University of Oxford) 
and Phil Hanson (University of Birmingham, 
emeritus) are now academicians of the AcSS.

RCUK

In October 2012, BASEES was represented 
at a small focus group meeting held by 
the AHRC in London and hosted by Rick 
Rylance, Chief Executive, and intended to 
provide feedback to the AHRC about how 
it might further support research in Modern 
Languages. The meeting was encouraging 
and included a commitment to investigate 
the possibility of the AHRC funding the 
teaching of strategically important and 
vulnerable languages for research purposes. 
The AHRC is also keen for our subject 
community to report to it on the research 
themes, challenges and topics that we 
consider important for our field with a 
review to reflecting this in future themed 
calls for research bids.

RCUK is undergoing a Triennial Review 
of Research Councils and as part of that 
exercise has sought input from learned 
societies. BASEES submitted a response to 
this request, highlighting concerns over a 
lack of transparency in the way that the 
AHRC and the ESRC delineate their remits in 
relation to certain disciplinary areas in which 
there is an apparent overlap (in particular, 
linguistics, but also law and media studies).

HEA (Higher Education Academy)
We have been working 
closely with HEA this year 
on a report into the state 
of our discipline. We owe 
a debt of gratitude to 
the HEA for funding this 

initiative and also to John Dunn who was 
employed to produce the report, to BASEES 
Executive Committee members for providing 
valuable feedback and comments on early 
drafts, and to a large number of BASEES 
members who responded to John’s request 
for information via the questionnaire 
he distributed. I hope that you will have 
attended John’s presentation on the report 
at the conference. We are already discussing 
how best to publicise and disseminate the 
report and will, where appropriate, be 
acting on the recommendations it makes in 
the months to follow.

4. BASEES is always ready to act upon issues 
and problems affecting our members. John 
Dunn’s report notes that the impact on our 
field of the recent rise in UK tuition fees 
for undergraduates to 9K per year remains 
uncertain. Since September of this year, 

Conferences and  
Calls for Papers

State and Civil Society in the Russian 
Federation: National and Regional 
Dimensions 
University of Dundee 
28-30 June 2013

XV International Congress of Slavists
Minsk, Belarus
20-27 August 2013
xvcongress.iml.basnet.by

UACES 43rd Annual Conference 
Leeds
2-4 September 2013

Fashion, Consumption and Everyday 
Culture in the Soviet Union between 
1945 and 1985 
University of Salzburg, Austria
24-25 October 2013

The Briusov Readings 
A conference in honour of the 140th 
birthday of V. Ia. Briusov
Moscow, Russia
10-13 December 2013
Contact: brusovcabinet@brusov.am

1913-2013 for Eurasia: A Great 
Experiment or a Lost Century?
Fifth East Asian Conference on  
Slavic-Eurasian Studies
Osaka University of Economics and Law
Yao, Osaka
9-10 August 2013
src-h.slav.hokudai.ac.jp/jcrees

Performance Art in Central and  
Eastern Europe
Chicago, CAA Annual Conference 
12-15 February 2014
Call for Papers Deadline: 6 May 2013
collegeart.org/proposals/ 
2014callforparticipation

15th International Bakhtin Conference
Bakhtin as Praxis: Academic Production, 
Artistic Practice, Political Activism
Stockholm, Sweden 
23-27 July 2014
Reminder to submit panel and session 
proposals by 30 April 2013 and individual 
papers by 15 September. 
bakhtinconference.com

IX ICCEES World Congress
Makuhari, Japan
3-8 August 2015
src-h.slav.hokudai.ac.jp/iccees2015

BASEES Annual Conference 2014
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge
5-7 April 2014
Call for Papers will go out in May.
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Publications

BASEES/ROUTLEDGE SERIES
ON RUSSIAN AND EAST EUROPEAN 
STUDIES
A special thank you to everyone who visited 
the Routledge stand at the BASEES | ICCESS 
conference 2013 and joined us for our 
drinks reception.
 
For our full list of BASEES titles, please visit
routledge.com/books/series/BASEES
 
Recently Published:
Civil Society in Putin’s Russia, Elena 
Chebankova, 978-0-415-65687-0
Post-Communist Poland – Contested Pasts 
and Future Identities, Ewa Ochman, 
978-0-415-65874-4
 
New to Routledge Paperbacks Direct:
Khrushchev in the Kremlin, Jeremy Smith 
and Melanie Ilic, 978-0-415-83816-0
The Communist Youth League and the 
Transformation of the Soviet Union, 1917-
1932, Matthias Neumann, 
978-0-415-83836-8
Television and Presidential Power in Putin’s 
Russia, Tina Burrett, 978-0-415-83814-6

SLAVONICA
BASEES members are offered a special 
subscription rate to Slavonica. The annual 
rate for a print and online subscription for 
BASEES members is £27. Further details can 
be found on the journal’s website
maneypublishing.com/index.php/
journals/sla/

OXFORD UNIVERSITy PRESS
Oxford University Press is pleased to offer 
BASEES members a special 20% discount 
on all related titles in Soviet and East 
European studies.

This offer is available exclusively online 
until 31 December 2020. For more details, 
follow the link: 
ukcatalogue.oup.com/category/academic/
promotions/humanities/webbasees.
do?code=webbasees

EUROPE-ASIA STUDIES
Special reduced subscription rate to 
Europe-Asia Studies for BASEES members.
The annual rate for BASEES members is 
£52 ($86) for ten issues.  Full details can 
be found in the small print under “pricing 
information” on the subscription page of 
the journal’s website 
tandfonline.com/action/
pricing?journalCode=ceas20

a number of universities have reported 
to me significant reductions in intake 
to programmes in Russian and Slavonic 
Studies, following the tuition fee rise. None 
has mentioned the threat of closure, or of 
scaling back provision, but this is a situation 
which will have to be monitored carefully.

In July I wrote a letter of concern to the 
Bulgarian Embassy regarding the decision 
to discontinue funding for the Bulgarian 
lectureship at UCL. I received a reply 
pointing out that, with the number of 
students having dwindled to no more than a 
very small handful each year, the investment 
was no longer considered worthwhile. 
This is no doubt true, but it does mean 
that provision in Bulgarian is effectively 
disappearing from UK universities.

5. Finally, I would like to acknowledge all 
the help and advice the wider membership 
of BASEES has given me in my role as 
president. My interactions with BASEES 
members have been overwhelmingly 
positive and I have learned much from 
them, finding them to be courteous, patient 
and respectful, but also forthright and open, 
and utterly committed to protecting and 
promoting the interests of the field. This 
bodes well for the future of BASEES, and for 
my successor, Peter Waldron, whom I wish 
the very best of luck, and who, I am sure, 
will benefit from the same outstanding level 
of support as that which I have enjoyed.

Stephen Hutchings

Russian Soft Power in Ukraine

BASEES provided financial support to 
doctoral researcher Victoria Hudson to 
conduct fieldwork into Russian cultural 
attraction, or ‘soft power’ leadership, 
in Ukraine in autumn 2011. Soft power 
is a contested concept, and especially 
with regard to Russia and neighbouring 
Ukraine, where there is an incongruity 
between accounts describing an 
abiding Russian cultural influence 
and those suggesting a re-orientation 
westwards. 

The overall aim of my doctoral project was 
to explore the Russian state’s initiatives to 
develop soft power; studying not only the 
political-ideological background to soft 
power initiatives and the various agencies 
involved in projecting an appealing image, 
but also exploring how target audiences 
respond to Russian ‘charm offensives’. 
Having interviewed experts and elites 
in Moscow, it became clear there were 
several soft power strategies being pursued 
simultaneously; I chose to focus on the 
one I labelled the ‘civilisational’ strand. 
During the first half of my PhD I identified 
three key actors representing this position: 
official foreign policy discourse, the Russian 
Orthodox Church and the Russkiy Mir public 
diplomacy foundation. The key elements 

of their narratives were distilled into 
statements, which respondents were asked 
to rate in a survey. This thereby generated 
a quantitative picture of the resonance of 
these discourses. Next, again in tandem 
with local co-ordinators, focus group 
discussions were conducted among the 
same demographic to provide qualitative 
contextual insight into the audiences’ 
responses.

I narrowed the target audience of this 
reception research to Ukraine’s young 
leaders of tomorrow; students, while 
focussing on those studying at a ‘national’ 
university in four cities, namely Kyiv, L’viv, 
Donets’k and Kharkiv to reflect some of 
Ukraine’s regional diversity. While the 
findings reflected the familiar East-West 
cleavage on cultural and political issues, 
when it came to spiritual values, overall 
inter-city differences were not statistically 
significant. The focus groups provided 
grounds for a nuanced analysis of both this 
phenomenon, and wider perceptions of 
Russia in Ukraine.

Victoria is currently based at the Centre for 
Russian and East European Studies of the 
University of Birmingham, vah707@bham.
ac.uk. Her fieldwork was also supported by 
the ESRC.
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News

NEW: THE BASEES PRIZE FOR THE 
BEST SCHOLARLy ARTICLE By A 
POSTGRADUATE STUDENT
A prize of £150 is offered annually for a 
scholarly, peer-reviewed article or chapter in 
an edited volume in any of the disciplinary 
or geographical areas which fall within the 
BASEES remit. The deadline for submission 
of nominations is 15 September 2013; the 
prize will be awarded at the BASEES Annual 
Conference. 

For more information, please contact 
Sarah Hudspith: 
s.f.hudspith@leeds.ac.uk

STUDy GROUP ON EIGHTEENTH-
CENTURy RUSSIA
Held at High Leigh Conference Centre 
(Hoddesdon, Herts) in January 2013, the 
annual meeting of the Study Group on 
Eighteenth-Century Russia attracted almost 
thirty delegates from Britain, Russia, 
Switzerland, Germany, Italy, USA and 
Canada.  As usual, newly recruited members 
joined in lively cross-disciplinary discussion 
with members who have attended since the 
Group was founded nearly fifty years ago (it 
was a particular pleasure to welcome back 
Isabel de Madariaga, still on top form at the 
age of 93).  

Papers on various aspects of history, 
literature and culture, were likewise 
delivered not only by leaders in the 
field (Simon Franklin (Cambridge) made 
his debut appearance) but also by 
postgraduates and early-career scholars.  
Tat’iana Lapteva (RGADA, Moscow) 
continued a recent tradition of speakers 
from Russian archives.  For details of the 
next meeting on 3-5 January 2014, visit 
the Study Group’s website, sgecr.co.uk 
or contact the organizer, Erin McBurney 
e.mcburney@lse.ac.uk. 

Simon Dixon

BASEES Prizes

Alexander Nove 
Prize, 2011
Awarded at the 2013 
Annual Conference 
to Andreas Schönle 
(Queen Mary University 
of London) for 
Architecture of Oblivion: 
Ruins and Historical 
Consciousness in Modern 
Russia (Northern Illinois 
University Press, 2011).

Citation: In Architecture of Oblivion Andreas 
Schönle offers an ambitious and wide-
ranging cultural-historical account of the 
place of ruins in Russian culture, asking 
why they have never enjoyed the status 
that they enjoy in Western Europe, and 
examining how they have contributed to the 
development of historical consciousness in 
Russia from the eighteenth century to the 
present day. 

Schönle’s compelling narrative moves from 
pre-romanticism and Karamzin’s ‘Poor Liza’ 
through nineteenth-century and modernist 
literary and artistic treatments of ruins 
(classical and Russian), responses to the 
depopulation and dilapidation of Petrograd 
in the early 1920s, and representations 
of the fate of Leningrad in and after the 
blockade, before moving to a trenchant 
examination of Brodsky’s imagery of ruins 
and the function of ruins in the projects 
of the ‘paper architects’. Schönle ends 
by arguing that former Moscow mayor 
Luzhkov’s views and implementation of 
modernisation chime with ‘the Soviet 
authorities’ notion that ruination can 
be subversive and that progress can be 
achieved only at the cost of disowning the 
past, or rather at the cost of substituting 
authentic historical relics with a packaged, 
glossed-over simulacrum’.

Schönle has written an erudite, 
methodologically sophisticated, but always 
accessible and engaging contribution to 
the cultural history of Russia, one that is 
eminently worthy of recognition by award 
of the Nove Prize for 2011.

(Jury: Terry Cox and David Shepherd)

The Alexander Nove Prize for scholarly work 
of high quality in Russian, Soviet and post 
Soviet studies was established by decision 
of the annual general meeting of the 
Association in March 1995 in recognition of 
the outstanding contribution to its field of 
study made by the late Alexander Nove.

George Blazyca Prize, 2011
Awarded at the 2013 Annual 
Conference to Anne White (University  
of Bath) for Polish Families and 
Migration since EU Accession  
(The Policy Press 2011).

Citation: This book, which the judges 
considered model interdisciplinary work, 
contains fascinating original research which 
has been carefully crafted into a well-
structured book that is admirably readable 
and accessible to a wide audience. 

The author shows a strong familiarity 
with theory and uses this well to explain 
important points to the readers without 
losing overall clarity of expression. Whilst 
much research on migrants from Central 
and Eastern Europe has tended to focus 
on their situation in the UK, this book 
considers both sides of the story and has 
also involved detailed research in Eastern 
Poland investigating the crucial push 
factors that influence family strategies. We 
discover a very Polish world where tradition 
is as important as the changes imposed by 
economics, and financial security is sought 
in a world full of uncertainties. The result is 
a book that is timely and topical and will be 
of interest to policy makers and academics 
alike.

(Jury: Cathie Carmichael and Karen 
Henderson)

The George Blazyca Prize was established 
by BASEES in recognition of the outstanding 
contribution to its field of study made by 
the late George Blazyca.
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