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ARCHIVES & LIBRARIES I’VE UTILIZED 

• State Archive of Cherkasy Oblast 
(DACO)

• State Archive of Lviv Oblast (DALO)

• State Archive in the city of Kyiv 
(DAMK)

• State Archive of Mykolaiv (DAMO)

• Sectoral State Archive of the Security 
Service of Ukraine (HDA SBU in Kyiv)

• James Mace Archive-Library, National 
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy

• TsDAHOU (Kyiv)

• TsDAVOU (Kyiv)

• TsDAZU (Kyiv)

• Central State Historical Archive in 
Lviv (TsDial)

• Vernadsky Library (Kyiv)

• Institute of History Library (Kyiv)

• Ukrainian Catholic University Library 
(Lviv)

• Center for Urban History (Lviv)



BEFORE YOU GO

• Visit the main archives portal online: https://archives.gov.ua/ua/

• Browse the websites of your preferred archive(s) to check for catalogues and 
guides. Not all archives have them, but many have lists of fonds that will get you 
started

• Write to the archive with requests but be specific.

• Prepare for your visit: prepare a letter of introduction from your institution on 
official letterhead; write/call archive to book appointment (times vary); fill out any 
necessary paperwork they send you (you will have forms to fill out upon arrival)

• Make an order for the files you want to use 

• Make sure to bring your passport and another form of id (passport has worked fine 
for me)

https://archives.gov.ua/ua/


AT THE ARCHIVE

• Check in with secretary/guards. Some archives in Ukraine have security that 
will verify your documents and check you in

• Leave your bags/coats in the coatroom or lockers (sometimes on different 
floors than the reading room)

• Proceed to reading room and check in with reading room worker; fill out 
necessary forms (name, institution, general scope of research, etc)

• Official forms will be in Ukrainian

• Upon completion of the above, you will usually be issued a permit/reading 
room chit (перепустка)



READING ROOM TICKET EXAMPLES



FILE REQUESTS

• The standard number of files that one can order at an archive each day is 10, 
although this depends on the archive, archivists, and other factors

• Files should be ordered in advance (minimum the day before, but preferably 
earlier). The SBU archive, for example, will email you when your files are ready

• Be very kind to the archivists! They can make or break your day



PHOTOS

• In the archives that I’ve worked in, I’ve had no problem taking photos of 
documents

• Usually, you just need to fill out a form that indicates you will take photos, and 
it asks you to note the files and pages that you took photos of for posterity 

• It is generally free to take photos while in the archive

• I’ve paid photocopying fees from some regional archives when requesting files 
via email, but the cost is usually minimal. Be prepared, however, to sort out 
bank transfers from your account to the archive’s preferred bank in Ukraine. 
This can be challenging and time consuming 



ENJOY YOUR TIME IN THE ARCHIVES!

Working in the HDA SBU 
Archive in Kyiv 

The archivists asked me for 
a photoshoot at TsDAZU!



Using Archives: 
Case study Ukraine
Olena Palko, Assistant Professor, 
Department of History, University of Birkbeck



My research
• PhD thesis: Becoming Soviet: Lost Cultural Alternatives in Ukraine, 

1917-1933

• PosDoc: Contested Minorities: A Transnational History of the Polish-

Soviet Borderlands, 1918-1939

• Current Project: Red Tower of Babel: Soviet minorities experiment in 

interwar Ukraine

Research focus:

• Interwar Ukrainian and Soviet history
• Cultural history, high politics, Soviet propaganda
• Minorities in Ukraine 
• Secret services  



Which 
Archives I 
have used in 
Ukraine

• Central state archives:
• TsDAHO – Central State Archives of Public Organisations of Ukraine
• TsDAMLM – the Central State Archive of Literature and Arts of 

Ukraine
• TsDAVO – Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies of Power and 

Government of Ukraine
• HDA SBU - Sectoral State Archive of the Security Service of Ukraine 

(SBU Archive)
• Institute of Manuscripts (Instytut Rukopysu) of the Vernads'kyi

National Library of Ukraine
• Central State Cinefotophonoarchives of Ukraine named after 

H.Pshenychnyi

• Regional archives (city or region?)



SBU Archive, Chernihiv
25.02.2022



Anatoliy Khromov (head of the State Archival 
Service of Ukraine)
• "One of the biggest losses that should be recorded since the 

beginning of the full-scale invasion is the SBU archival unit in 

Chernihiv, which was completely destroyed by fire. We lost up to 13 

thousand documents about the Soviet regime's repressions against 

the population of Chernihiv region".

• Damaged archival institutions in Kharkiv, Mykolaiv, and Kherson 

regions.

• Looted the State Archives of Kherson region.



Can I still do research on 
Ukraine?









A monthly digest of digitized collections…

• The Central State Archives of Supreme Bodies of Power and 

Government of Ukraine: a total number of downloaded files to the E-

resource of the Central State Archives of Supreme Bodies of Power 

and Government of Ukraine is 14 577 (1 432 115 scan-copies).

• The Central State Archives of Public Organizations of Ukraine (fond 

No. 1 “Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine (1918-

1991)



E-Archive







Digital collections

Collaborative partner of the SBU Archive



Archive of literature 







SBU Collections



Putivnyk SBU





What to do beforehand?

Secret Services Archives
• Email in advance

• Explain in as much details as 

possible what you need

• Electronic catalogue – no, 

there’s a guide, but no electronic 

catalogue

Other archives
• Consult guides or electronic 

catalogues available online



TsDAVO



What to bring to the archives?

• Request for access (Introduction letter) to allow you to use archives 

(from your institution)

• With a signature and a stamp
• Your ID (foreign citizens?)





What to do at the archive?

• When you arrive – special request form (you provide your personal 

info and basic info about your research)

• Registration process – with you passport, you will receive an archive 

membership card

• TsDAGO: microfilms (bad quality of the projectors) or paper files



How to find relevant sources?

• Ask for what you need (topic, time period – be specific)

• You will receive a description of the fonds and then you will need to 

go through those folders by yourself

• How many files per order? – Usually 10

• How long does it take for orders to be processed? – if you order 

before 12, you can get them the next day. (SBU – you’ll be contacted 

when your requested files are ready)



Can you take photos?

• YES since a few years. But you need to fill in the form stating what you 

want to photocopy, what pages etc. Then the archivist checks that it is 

allowed (there are exceptions), and gives you permission.

(No in rare cases: Institute of Manuscripts)

• Charge – NO, unless you want a good quality image for your 

publication (separate agreement with the Archive):

- Pay for a high resolution copy (£15 for a cover image)

- Pay for permission to use images taken with your camera (copyright) 

(£3 per image)



Languages

• Languages for librarians – Ukrainian or Russian (would be hard to get 

by without those languages)

• Documents in what languages – Ukrainian and Russian mostly; 

documents from the 1920s (in line with korenizatsiia) also in the 

minority languages



WORKING IN ARCHIVES IN 
ESTONIA, LATVIA, AND 

LITHUANIA

Catherine Gibson & 

Siobhán Hearne



WHO ARE WE & WHERE HAVE WE 
WORKED?

Siobhán Hearne 

Email: siobhan.hearne@manchester.ac.uk

Research interests: gender, sexuality, social 
history, history of medicine

Chronological focus: Russian imperial history 
from c. 1880-1917, Soviet history from 1917-
1991

Archives:
• National Archives of Estonia

• Latvian State Historical Archive

• Latvian State/Party Archive

• Lithuanian State Historical Archive

• Kaunas Regional State Archive 

Catherine Gibson

Email: catherine.helen.gibson@ut.ee

Research interests: history of science, 
nationalism, ethnic and religious 
minorities, borderlands, politics of 
memory

Chronological focus: Russian imperial 
history from c. 1840–1917, Estonian 
history from 1918-1940

Archives:
• National Archives of Estonia

• Estonian Literary Museum Archives

• Latvian State Historical Archive



PREPARING TO WORK AT BALTIC 
ARCHIVES
▪ Register online

○ National Archives of Estonia (VAU)

○ Email the Lithuanian State Historical Archives to register in advance

● Browse online catalogues and make a list of relevant documents
○ National Archives of Estonia catalogue (AIS)
○ Latvian State Historical Archives catalogue (pre-1917) and Latvian State Archives fond catalogue 

(Soviet period)
○ Search for files in the digital reading room of Lithuanian archives
○ Find scanned copies of opisi using the Lithuanian Archives centralised fond catalogue 

▪ Email the archive and let them know the dates of your planned visit 
▪ Order documents in advance



IN THE ARCHIVES 

▪ What do you need to bring?
▪ What can you bring into the reading room?
▪ Ordering files
▪ Waiting times 
▪ Photography 
▪ Paying for copies 







LANGUAGES
Communicating with archivists
•Estonia: Estonian, English

•Latvia: Latvian, Russian, German, 

English (State and Party archives)

•Lithuania: Lithuanian, English, 

Russian

Catalogues & documents
•Estonia: Estonian, Russian, German

•Latvia: Latvian, Russian, German

•Lithuania: Lithuanian, Russian, 

Polish



RESEARCHING IN TALLINN/TARTU, 
RIGA, AND VILNIUS 
▪ International cities and tourist destinations 
▪ Safety
▪ Familiarity with foreign researchers



DIGITAL COLLECTIONS 
Estonia
▪ Archival documents: SAAGA

▪ National Library of Estonia: DIGAR

▪ Newspapers: DEA.DIGAR

Latvia
▪ National Library of Latvia: lnb.lv

▪ Newspapers: Periodika.lv

Lithuania
▪Virtual exhibitions on Lithuanian archives centralised website

▪Digital collections for Lithuania https://www.epaveldas.lt/



THINGS WE WISH WE'D KNOWN 
ABOUT EARLIER
•Citation practices:
• Estonia – numerical classifications, e.g. RA, EAA.31.1.30

• Latvia – fonds (f.), apraksts (apr.), lieta (l.), lapa (lp.).

• Lithuania – fondas (f.), aplankas (ap.), byla (b.), lapas (l.).

•ILL Service in Estonia



WORKING IN ARCHIVES IN 
GEORGIA AND ARMENIA

Timothy Blauvelt & 
Naira Sahakyan



WHO WE ARE & WHERE WE WORK
Naira Sahakyan – The American University of Armenia and 
the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute, Yerevan, Armenia

Email: naira.sahakyan@genocide-museum.am; 
n.e.sahakyan@gmail.com

Research interests: ethnoreligious nationalism, identity, 
conflicts, Islam, political discourses

Chronological focus: Russian Revolution of 1917, late 
imperial and early Soviet eras, c. 1900s-1920s, Post-Soviet 
history from 1991

Archives:

• National Archives of Armenia

• Georgian National Archives

• Armenian Genocide-Museum Institutes’ Archive of Genocide 
Survivors

• Central State Archive of Daghestan, RF

• Fond of Oriental Manuscripts at the Institute of History, 
Archeology and Ethnography, Dagestan Research Center, RAS

Timothy Blauvelt – Ilia State University and American 
Councils, Tbilisi, Georgia

Email: timothy.blauvelt@iliauni.edu.ge

Research interests: nationalism, nationality policy, 
clientelism, language policy, Stalinist secret police, 
Soviet and Caucasus political history

Chronological focus: Late 19th century Russian imperial 
and Soviet periods

Archives and Libraries:

• Georgian Party Archive

• Georgian KGB Archive

• Georgian National Archives

• Georgian National Library of Parliament 



PREPARING TO WORK IN ARCHIVES 
IN GEORGIA
�Request access

�Email submit request letter (отношение) to the archives and include dates of planned visit

�Letter from your university or filled-in form indicating topic and dates of planned visit

� Browse online catalogues and make a list of relevant documents
▪ Historical Archive of Georgian National Archives fond guide in English

▪ Georgian National Archives scanned opisi (portal in Georgian) 

▪ Georgian Party and KGB archives website and scanned opisi currently offline

� Order documents in advance



National Archives of Georgia, 
Ministry of Justice

Contemporary History Archive (Soviet era ministries and commissariats – 1921-
1991)
Historical Archive (Democratic Georgian Republic, Tsarist era and before, pre-
1921)
Audio-Visual Archive
Regional Archives (Kutaisi, Batumi*, etc.) 



Archival Administration of the Georgian 
Ministry of Internal Affairs

Georgian Communist Party Archive
Georgian Security (KGB) Archive





PREPARING TO WORK IN ARCHIVES 
IN ARMENIA
�Request access

�Email submit request letter (отношение) to the archives and include dates of the planned visit, research topic (not 
mandatory but!)

�Letter from the University mentioning the topic and dates of the planned visit

�Passport 

� Browse online catalogues and make a list of relevant documents
▪ National Archive of Armenia – list of fonds (in Armenian)
▪ The AGMI Collection of Unpublished Memoirs – Description of some memoirs
▪ NLA databases
▪ “Mayr Tsutsak” (Main Catalogue of Armenian Manuscripts Of Mashtots Matenadaran) 

� Order documents in advance
▪ For thematic requests, contacting the National Archives of Armenia is necessary. Email: 

info@armarchive.am



Catalogues of the National Archive 
work in progress



National Archive of Armenia

The National Archives was founded in 1923.
• Main Building/History Archive

§ Party Archive

• The Branch Office for Cinema-Photo-Phono-Documents and Insurance Copies
• Regional Branches

• Movie on the Archive (in Armenian)



IN THE ARCHIVES 

▪ What do you need to bring?
▪ What can you bring into the reading 
room?

▪ Ordering files
▪ Waiting times 
▪ Photography 
▪ Paying for copies 







LANGUAGES
Communicating with archivists
•Georgia: Georgian, Russian
•Armenia: Armenian, Russian, 
English



LANGUAGES
Catalogues & documents
•GEORGIA: 

Catalogues: fond lists usually in Georgian, 
opisi often in Russian
Documents: Russian, Georgian,     

Armenian, Azerbaijani, Persian, Arabic

•ARMENIA: 
•Catalogues: fond lists usually in 
Armenian, opisi often in Armenian and 
Russian
•Documents: Armenian, Russian, German, 
English, Persian, Arabic, Turkish, etc. 



RESEARCHING IN TBILISI AND 
YEREVAN
▪ International cities and tourist destinations 
▪ Safety
▪ Familiarity with foreign researchers



DIGITAL COLLECTIONS - GEORGIA 

▪ Georgian National Archives online exhibitions
▪ National Parliamentary Library of Georgia Digital Library
▪ SovLab online archive
▪ IDFI Transparent Archives Project



National Parliamentary Library of 
Georgia

https://nplg.ge



DIGITAL COLLECTIONS - ARMENIA

▪National Library of Armenia https://nla.am/en/resourses-en

▪Digital Library of Armenian Literature – www.digilib.am/en

▪Bibliography of the NAS RA -
http://serials.flib.sci.am/matenagitutyun/test/index.html

▪ Series Publications of the NAS RA -
http://serials.flib.sci.am/openreader/test/index.html

▪Digital Resources of Matenadaran – Online Manuscripts

▪NLA DATABASES - https://nla.am/en/resourses-en



https://nla.am/en



THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

•Citation practices:
•Usually Russian/Soviet practice: fond (f.), opis’ (o.), delo (d.) list (l.), or in 

Georgian pondi, aghtsera, sakme, purtseli.

• Libraries work on evenings and weekends



WORKING IN ARCHIVES
IN CENTRAL ASIA

Daniel Scarborough
Mollie Arbuthnot



WHO ARE WE & WHERE HAVE WE 
WORKED?

Mollie Arbuthnot
Email: ma517@cam.ac.uk
Research interests: visual art, craft, 
museums, heritage, material culture
Chronological focus: Soviet
Archives:
• Central State Archive of Uzbekistan
• Film, Photo, and Sound Archive 
• Archive of the Uzbekistan Academy of 
Sciences
•Navoi National Library

Daniel Scarborough

Email: daniel.scarborough@nu.edu.kz

Research interests: Orthodox 
Christianity in the Russian Empire and 
Central Asia

Chronological focus: Late 19th - early 
20th c.

Archives:

• Central State Archive of Uzbekistan

•Central State Archive of Kazakhstan

•Russian State Historical Archive

•Central Historical Archive of Moscow



PREPARING TO WORK AT ARCHIVES, part 1
CENTRAL STATE ARCHIVE OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

- Must have prior approval from the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs to get in – there is no way around it

- 2 ways to get this:
- Apply through the Uzbek Embassy in London
- Get affiliation with a local university such as the History 

Institute of the Academy of Sciences, the Archaeology 
Institute, or the Institute of Contemporary History

- Then you wait…

- There is no digital catalogue or any way to find out 
what is in the archive before you go



PREPARING TO WORK AT ARCHIVES, part 2

OTHER ARCHIVES IN UZBEKISTAN, QAZAQSTAN, AND KYRGYZSTAN

- These are all much easier to access

- Require a formal letter of introduction from your university

- Navoi National Library has a good collection of newspapers and 
periodicals (online catalogue exists but is not user-friendly): 
https://www.natlib.uz/



IN THE ARCHIVES 
▪ What do you need to bring?

▪ What can you bring into the 
reading room?

▪ How do you find stuff??

▪ Ordering files

▪ Waiting times 

▪ Photography 

▪ Paying for copies 



WORKING LANGUAGES
Communicating with 
archivists
•Uzbekistan: Uzbek, 
Russian

Documents

•Uzbekistan: Uzbek in 
various scripts, 
Chaghatay, Tajik, Russian

Catalogues

•Uzbekistan: Russian 
only!



LIFE AS A RESEARCHER IN CENTRAL 
ASIA
▪ International cities and tourist destinations 
▪ Travel and safety
▪ Varying level of familiarity with the needs of foreign researchers
▪ Sexism and gender norms



THINGS WE WISH WE'D KNOWN 
EARLIER
• If you don’t get in to the National Archive, all is not lost!

• Things take time – don’t try to get stuff done in a couple of 
weeks



Introduction to 

research in Poland

Antoni Porayski-Pomsta and Ola 

Sidorkiewicz



Who are we and where have we worked

Antoni Porayski-Pomsta, PhD candidate at 
Cambridge

Email: amp220@cam.ac.uk

Research interests: urban history, rural history 
imperial history, Jewish history, sociology of 
space 

Focus: urban periphery in late Russian empire 
(1864-1915), especially its western borderlands

Archives: Archive of New Files, Archive of Old 
Files, Warsaw State Archive, Łódź State Archive, 
Ossolineum Institute, Archive of the History of 
the Populist Movement, National Library

Ola Sidorkiewicz, PhD candidate at Oxford

Email: ola.sidorkiewicz@st-hughs.ox.ac.uk

Research interests: comparative 
literature,translingualism, translation studies, 
migrant literature, modernism, intermediality

Focus: translingual writings of Stefan Themerson, 
Maria Kuncewicz, Józef Czapski

Archives: National Library in Warsaw, Ossolineum 
Institute 



Online resources

Digitalisation means that you need to 

travel much less than you think!

● fbc.pionier.net.pl
● polona.pl
● szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl



Most important archives

Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych (AGAD), 
Warsaw

Archiwum Akt Nowych (AAN), Warsaw

State archives (Warsaw, Łódź, Kraków etc.)

National Library (Biblioteka Narodowa; BN)

Ossolineum Institute (Wrocław)

Remember to ask about smaller specialist 
archives (city archives, historical institutes’ 
archives)

Museum archives



Before the visit

● Email the archive (letter of 
support helps)

● Ask for help (kwerenda)
● Request the documents 

(rewersy)
● Make sure that your 

documents are not available 
online



In the archive

● Photography rules
● Gloves or no gloves
● Waiting times
● Languages of the documents
● Languages in the archive



Practical matters

● Poland isn’t cheap anymore :(
● How to get to Poland?
● Where to stay?
● What to eat?
● What to do in free time?
● Other tips



Thank you! 

Feel free to email us if you have any questions:

amp220@cam.ac.uk
ola.sidorkiewicz@st-hughs.ox.ac.uk


